omPost Bms

Worm compos’cing is a great alternative for folks who don’t have the space or
volume of waste to suPPor‘c larger comPosting sgstems. Worm bins can be used in
aPartmcnts, omc{:ices, homes & classrooms. The worms stag in the bin & eat household
scraps, & the bin gives off little odor. You can’tlose! | he go”owing are types of worm
bins , where to find them, & aclvantagcs/clisaclvantages of each.

You can buy asscmbicd, 100% rccycicd Plastic worm bins such as A Worm Fricnd|3 Habitat, Worm [Fac-
tory, the OriginaI \/ermicompostcr, and Worm Bam with Prc~&ri|lcd ventilation ho|cs, instructions & sctup
guic{es, c]rainage tray, lid & one Pound of comPosting worms. [rice ranges from $30—-%$70 c]epending on
size (usua”g i4or2i ga”on) and spcciﬁcs. Visit www.composters.com or www.wormman.com for worm bin
choices.
Ac/vantagc- Cheap and compact. (Good beginner worm bin.

D/:sac/vantagc~ Ketains moisture casilg. T ake care not to over water (kecp bin wc||~drained); comPos’c can

have a mud-like appearance because bins are so wet. No definite outlet for worm compost tea.

Wooclen Worm Bins:

Fu”g assembled wood bins can be Purchasec{ from a varietg of online stores inc|uc{ing
www.composters.com and www.cbay.com. T he cedar worm bin Picturcc{ was Purchascc{ on Ebag for
$40. Wood Worm [Tarms also sells similar bins from $40 to $70 at lﬁ’ctP://worms.vinFo~l’lelP.com .
Aa’vantagc~ Uniquc and acst]‘uctica”g Plcasing (looks like a small coffee tab|c). Gireat bcgirmcr bin. Wood
bins cvenlﬂ distribute temperature throughout the bin.

Dl:sac/vantagc~ Can be exPensive. Bins tend to clrg out easi!g‘ Make sure you check moisture levels

Frequentlg. “Worm tea” is more difficult to harvest because compost is drier.

Multi—chcl “Worm Condos” -~

Tlﬁese sPeciaug engineerec’ worm bins are large enouglﬁ to hold 10,000 to 12,000 worms that cat 5-8

Pounc]s of food a c]ag. The bins are selF-sorting quarc{ migration systems. Worms are P|aced in the bottom
tray a]ong with Ecdding & food. T he second tray of bcdding is Placcd on top of the first tray. As
the worms finish c{igesting the food in the first tray, ’chey natura”g seck more and migrate quarc{
into the next tray. Worm T ower, Can (O’ Worms, and Worm (Condos can be found at
www.comPosters.com from $100 to $250.

Advantage - (Compact systems with nozzles to drain “worm tea.” |_ess messy than other bins. Automati-
cally separates food scraps from finished compast (not 100% though). [Have new design & colors.
D/ﬁsac/vanta‘gc- Expensive bins & complex systems. You can still find worms in the first !agers of

finished compost. Fnd up sorting some worms from finished compost just like other bins.

For more information contact jen@highcountryconservation.org or visit www.highcountryconservation.org.



How to Build a Worm Bin

Building a worm bin allows more ﬂcxibﬂity in size and appearance while giving you the oPPorl:unity to decorate.
Be Creative! Reuse tile, wood Pa”cts, cinder blocks, dresser drawers & scrap lumber.

Sizing a Worm Bin-T o determine your worm bims optimum size collect your daily scraps, wcigh them and calculate an average for
the total number of Pounc]s Proc{ucec{ per week. Urxc]er normal conc{i’cions, each square foot of surface area of a worm bin will c{igest
one Pounc] of kitchen scraps per week. To ensure sufficient oxygen, all bins should be between 12 and 18 inches c]eeP. However, I]C
the containeris dccpcr than 18 inches, worms will simplg colonize the upper Iagcr where thcg find the best mixture of oxygen, moisture
and food.
builcling a Worm Bin Agood worm house must have moist but not wet bcdding, Picnty of air, but not so much that the worms dr3

out; a cool but not cold temperature (between 558 77 degrees); and an insect and critter resistant lid.

Build a Plastic Worm Bin
* Purchase a 167x24”, IOga“on (opaque or solid color) Plastic stor- Diagram of a Worm Bin

age container ($10-$20) or reuse one alreaclg in your house.

sized and cut piece of cardboand used as new lid

= Drill clrainage holes in the bottom and lag down a Piece of fabric
(an old sheet works great) inside the container to prevent the vermi-
compost from clogging drain holes.

* Drill 1,747 to 1,/27 ventilation holes about an inch from the top of
the bin.

. Design “feet” to prop the bin for proper c]rainage and ventilation
(use small wooden blocks or Plastic socla~PoP bottle lids).

* Place bin’s lid underneath bin to collect nutrient-rich clrainage

(“worm tea”); aluminum oven pans also work well. Use a Piece of

cardboard to fit over ’coP of bin.

Build a Wooden Worm Bin
1-2-3 Worm . . , , .
Composting Bin Thls bin can be built for about $35 with new wood and harclware, orless using recy-
cled materials such as old wood boxes, dresser drawers, or other containers. Align,
£ 'r measure and cut Plgwood as indicated in the “construction details” clrawing. FFor de-

| tailed instructions, visit www.garclensimplg.com/howto/wormbin.shtm].

Materials: Tools:

i-.——ad'_i——.‘ql 1 /" treated Tapc measure, skill saw or rip hand saw, ham-

cun stru l:tlﬂl‘l neta“s: sheet of PIH_ mer, saw horses, long straight ec{ge or chalk
24 24 F= Frl . wood snap Iine, screwdriver, and drill
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