
Dear Parents, 

 

Great news! We’ve started a compost collection program for all six of Summit County’s elementary 

schools. Thanks to funding from Vail Resorts ECHO; the work of Summit County Recycling, High 

Country Compost, the High Country Conservation Center; and the participation of teachers and 

students, we’ll be able to recycle even more! 

 

Composting is a natural process of transforming food waste, paper products, and organics (things that 

were once alive) into a dark, rich healthy soil that can be applied to gardens and trees. Summit 

County is very fortunate to have a large scale composting facility (High Country Compost) located at 

our landfill in Keystone. This year, the County was able to expand its program and start compost 

collection at our local schools.  

 

Why do we compost? 

Contrary to most belief, the landfill is not a gigantic composting system. In fact, all of your leftovers, 

yard clippings, and organic wastes that go into the garbage produce a hazardous gas called methane 

in a landfill environment. Methane is a greenhouse gas 72 times more potent than carbon dioxide. By 

keeping organics out of our landfill, you help combat climate change! Similar to recycling, 

composting also diverts materials from our landfill. Organics (including yard waste, food waste, 

paper, paperboard, and wood waste) make up over 65 percent of the waste stream. When you 

compost and recycle, your family can keep over 80 percent of your garbage out of the landfill, 

extending our landfills life for future generations.  

 

How can you compost at home? 
Currently, High Country Compost has the infrastructure to only collect commercially. But in a couple 

of years, we hope to collect from residential too. If your family is interested in composting at home, 

the High Country Conservation Center provides workshops and online resources to get you started. 

From backyard composting to composting indoor with worms, there are several things you can do at 

home to reduce your waste. Check out www.highcountryconservation.org for more information. 

 

Precycling is also a great way to reduce your garbage by not purchasing it in the first place. Take a 

look at the composting and recycling list on the back of this letter and take it with you when you 

shop. Buying in bulk and packing lunches in reusable lunch-ware is a great way to start the 

precycling process. When planning lunches for your children this school year, please help Summit 

County minimize food and packaging waste by packing a waste-free lunch as often as you can! 

 

A Waste-free Lunch 

 

Pack... 

• Lunches in reusable containers 

• Drinks in a thermos or reusable container 

• A cloth napkin 

• Reusable utensils when needed 

• A reusable lunchbox or backpack  

A Disposable Lunch 

Avoid...  

• Lunches packed in plastic bags, foil, wax paper 

• Prepackaged lunches 

• Prepackaged single-serve lunch items 

• Paper napkins 

• Disposable drink boxes, pouches, cans, cartons, 

and bottles 

• Disposable forks and spoons 



It has been estimated that on average a single school-age child generates 67 pounds of lunchtime 

waste per school year, or 18,760 pounds of lunch waste for one average-size elementary school. 

Every single piece of packaging or excess food that we eliminate from the waste stream makes a 

difference. Let's do our part! 

 

Questions? Please contact Jen Santry at the High Country Conservation Center at 668-5703, 

jen@highcountryconservation.org or visit www.highcountryconservation.org. 


