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E_ver9 year Summit Countg residents prepare for “mud” season and gearup for summer. At the same time,
neigi'iijoring bears wake up to rumbling tummies and alert noses. Your compost bin may also be waking up from winter
ciormanc9 or maybe you are readg to start gourtirst compost Pile. [ ither way, you migi'it be wonciering how to
compost food waste in Bear Countrg. [ere are some tiPs and tools for thinking like a bear and comPosting like a

mountain...

o Bearsrefuse to eat finished compost - Pears will be
attracted }35 the smell of rotting food - cither in 3ourgari:>age
can or your compost bin. A Properiﬁ maintained compost bin
should not Prociuce smells that attract bears. Compost actively

and correct|9 or not at all.

o (n-bearable ]ngrcciicnts - Do NOT add meat, fish,
ciairij, or grease to your bin..ever! During i’iigi'i bear activity

times, do not add sweet sme”ing things (fruits and veggies),
esPeciaH9 melon rinds and berries. Also, do not add cooked foods. High bear activity means recent sightings
or during sPring/ta” teeding times.

. Crcaturc lnciicators - Watch your bin for visits from oti'ierturry friends that may indicate your binis

smellg. [f raccoons, foxes, skunks, and even dogs are visiting your bin, a bear migi'it too.

. Bc a Gooci HOUSC‘(CCPCf‘ & Ncighbor- Minimize other bear attractants such as garbage cans, clirtg
BBQgrins, bird feeders, pet food, and citronella candles. Put your bin a great distance from these

attractants.

° And Kcmcmbcr - NO compost binis bear Proot, but a well maintained compost bin should not Prociuce

smells that attract bears! \With bears as your neigi’ibor, compost Correctlg or compost indoor with worms.

® Sti” not COI‘!ViI’lCCd'.7 Attenci one of HCCC’S backﬂarci comPost workshops to learn more comPosting
techniques and troubleshooting. HCCC also hosts the Master Mountain Composter Frogram each
sPring/summer. This six-week intensive course trains compost experts who will i'ielp other composters. Call

us for details or visit our website!

Higlﬁ Country Conservation (enteris a nonProtit 501(c)? organization dedicated
to Promoting Practical solutions to waste reduction and resource conservation for our mountain community.

(970) - 668-570% www.highcountryconservation.org _jcn@highcountryconscrvation.org



